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Teaching and Learning Policy

1. Purpose
Teaching at The Tutorial Foundation Day School is designed to be calm, structured, ambitious and accessible for pupils with SEND and disrupted educational experiences.
2. Principles of Effective Teaching
• Clear routines and expectations
• Strong subject knowledge and purposeful curriculum sequencing
• Explicit teaching, modelling and guided practice
• Appropriate scaffolding, differentiation/adaptation and assistive technology
• Frequent checks for understanding and responsive teaching
• Opportunities for independent application and reflection
• Positive relationships and emotionally safe classrooms
3. Shared Lesson Structure
From September 2026 staff use a consistent whole-school lesson framework while retaining subject and pupil flexibility. Lessons should normally include: clear lesson information; one or more learning objectives with success criteria; a short starter/settler; teacher input and modelling; guided practice; independent activity; and a plenary or clear conclusion.
4. SEND and EHCP Outcomes
Teachers know the needs of pupils they teach and use EHCPs, pupil information, risk/support plans and professional advice to plan reasonable adjustments. Staff maintain ambition and avoid unnecessary reduction of curriculum demand.
5. Literacy and Reading
All teachers support literacy by explaining subject vocabulary, modelling how to read and interpret questions/texts, and providing accessible scaffolds. The whole-school reading programme and targeted interventions support pupils who need additional teaching.
6. Assessment and Feedback
Assessment is used to check understanding, identify gaps and inform next steps. Feedback is proportionate and may be verbal, written, digital or whole-class. Staff follow the Assessment Policy.
7. Learning Environment
Classrooms should be calm, organised and accessible, with clear visual information, appropriate resources and reasonable sensory or communication adjustments. Behaviour is supported through consistent routines and de-escalation.
8. Quality Assurance
Mario Di Clemente and Vicky Collman undertake lesson observations/learning walks. Work scrutiny and professional discussion are used to review quality and consistency, and pupil voice may be used where helpful. Findings inform coaching, CPD and school improvement rather than creating unnecessary paperwork.
9. Parents and Reporting
The school maintains appropriate communication with parents/carers and provides termly progress information. Attendance, readiness to learn and agreed home-school support are discussed where relevant.
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