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Curriculum Policy

1. Intent
The curriculum is designed for pupils with SEND who often arrive with disrupted education, anxiety, EBSA or gaps in prior learning. It aims to rebuild engagement, secure strong foundations, support recognised qualifications and prepare pupils for adulthood and their next destination.
2. Curriculum Principles
• A broad, balanced and relevant curriculum appropriate to age, aptitude, ability and SEND.
• High expectations from each pupil’s starting point.
• Small-group and personalised teaching with reasonable adjustments.
• Clear routes to GCSE, Entry Level, Functional Skills and ASDAN where appropriate.
• Literacy, numeracy, personal development, careers and preparation for adulthood are embedded across provision.
3. Curriculum Offer
The curriculum includes English, mathematics, science, humanities, citizenship, RSHE/PSHE, ICT/computing, food technology, art, physical activity/enrichment and other subjects or interventions according to pupil need and timetable. Biology is the principal GCSE science route for many pupils, with alternative science qualifications used where more appropriate.
4. Pathways and Qualifications
Pupils follow personalised pathways according to starting point, need and destination. The school may use its established Pathways 1, 2 and 3 framework alongside GCSE, Entry Level, Functional Skills and ASDAN programmes. Entry decisions are based on evidence and are kept under review.
5. Reading and Literacy
From September 2026 the school operates a structured whole-school reading approach. Reading is supported across subjects, with a dedicated reading-focused lesson or activity, targeted intervention where needed, access to appropriate books and library resources, and support for vocabulary, comprehension, fluency and reading confidence.
6. Pathways Extension Programme (PEP)
PEP provides practical personal-development learning that broadens pupils’ skills and experiences. Modules may include social communication, RSHE, independent travel and road safety, study skills, community participation, employability, careers, independent living and preparation for adulthood. Specialist components may be delivered by suitably trained staff.
7. SEND and Access
Curriculum planning takes account of EHCP outcomes, communication needs, sensory and emotional regulation, access arrangements and assistive technology. Adjustments are made without unnecessarily lowering expectations.
8. Monitoring and Impact
The Headteacher has overall responsibility for curriculum quality. Subject leaders monitor schemes of work, teaching and pupil progress. Impact is evaluated through qualification outcomes, progress from starting points, attendance and engagement, destinations, work scrutiny, lesson visits and pupil/parent voice.
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